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Outgoing president Claude Gibbs presents gavel to 
newly elected president Wayne Howarter 

h e reigns of office of president of the 34'h Bomb Group 
Association was relinquished at the 341

h Bomb Group 

Association reunion in Savannah, Georgia, recently when 

outgoing president Claude Gibbs presented the gavel to the 

new incoming president Wayne Howarter from Welda, 
Kansas. Wayne is a dedicated member of the organization 

having served for many years on the board of directors and 

as an elected officer. He is well qualified to lead us through 

the coming year and we wish rum well. 

Claude's tenure as president was highlighted by one of the 
largest gathering of members, associate members, offspmg 

and guests for a reunion in many years at Savannah. A most 

notable achievement during his tenure was the passing of 

the resolution to allow associated members to become regular 
members after two years. Thanks, Claude for a job well 

done and God soeed. 

share­
a thought. 

WE MOURN, 
WE PRAY, 
WE NEVER FORGET. 

The joyous and friendly atmosphere that was prevalent 

at our reunion in Savannah was abruptly dampened, even 
before many of us returned home, by the dastardly and 

cowardly attack on the twin towers of the World Trade 

Center in New York City, the Pentagon in Washington, 
DC. and ~he plane crash in Pennsylvanja. The worst affront 

to our freedom since Pearl Harbor has again brought this 

country together in a display of unity and loyalty. Being 
Americans, we will survive this catastrophe and seek justice 

to deter future attacks on innocent people throughout the 

world. It is for thls reason I chose to show our colors on 
the front cover in support of our nations great undertaking 

to stamp out this evil. 
In spite of tills tragedy, we can't let this publication 

go to press without commenting on our recent reunion in 
Savannah, Georgia. I know it is becoming somewhat of a 

cliche, but it seems like each one brings something more 

special and the camaraderie continues to impress. This years 
gathering was even more enhanced by the large turnout of 

I" timers, associate members and offspring, children and 

grandchildren of our members. 
The memberships unanimous decision to admit 

associate members as part of the regular membership, after 

two years, was a momentous decision. Welcome aboard, 
we enjoy, and need, your company immensely. This is an 

open invitation to all those interested in the 811
' Air Force to 

join us - we would ce1tainly enjoy having you. 

I want to thank all of you who sent in photos and 
comments for this edition of Mendlesham Memories. There 

were some beautiful pictures of some beautiful people. 

Without your cooperation this reunion edition would not 

be the same. 
As the holidays and year's end approach, I would 

like to thank all of you fo r your contributions to the 
newsletters throughout the year and to wish each and 

everyone a joyous holiday season and a happy and healthy 

New Year. __ .... 
God bless you and God bless America 

Jack Share, editor 
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Presidents 
Mes~a~~ 

G reetings to all of the 341h and friends. Our group seems to 
be getting smaller. We have missed some of the reunions in recent 
years. All that we attended were great. We can owe that to our reunion 
committee. Glad to see the attendance holding up so well. Seems that 
too many birthdays may be slowing us up. Our intentions are always good, 
but just can't make them all for some reason or other. 

Those terrorists attacks in New York, 
D.C. and Pennsylvania don't encourage much 
travel. We dodge all of those things, like storms, 
ten·orists, etc. that we can. We' re not looking 
for trouble any more. Just wish some would 
quit causing it and keep America safe. 

This was our 19tl' reunion, including the 
8th Air Force group. The first being in St. Louis, 
MO in 1977. We have visited several of my 
crew. Some are gone, of course, as well as 
members from other crews. I see several 34th 
group members at reunions that came in after 
we had left the group in England. 

Our crew pilot, S.T. Alexander is still around. We saw him in Houston a few years ago. 
We have seen Harold Rutka and Bob Gross and have kept in touch with them. I've lost track of 
Pete Lucyk, Seifert, Owens and Carlson. Pat McKeon, bombardier, Grady Deatherage, tail gunner 
and Romeo Terron, crew chief, are all gone. 

I look through my memory books every 
once in awhile. It brings back lots of memories, 
some good, some not so good. 

We hope everyone stays well and hope to 
see you all in Salt Lake City in 2002. 

La Verne and I wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a safe New Year. 

Wayne E. Howarter, President 
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TREASURER'S 
REPORT 

The good feeling generated from attending the 
200 l reunion at Savannah was quickly lost on Tuesday 
morning as we watched, with unbelief, the events taking 
place in New York and Washington and heard about the 
plane crashing near Pittsburgh. Modern electronics allowed 
us to see it on our TV screens as the unbelievable occurred 
and our lives and the World were changed on that BLACK 
TUESDAY. 

The sympathy of the World goes out to those who 
lost loved ones in this terrible plan of the terrorists. If you 
lost someone close to you in the attack, we offer our deepest 
sympathy and condolences. 

The disaster caused a change of plans to some 
341

" members in their return home from the reunion. Bill 
and Margo Burnell and son were scheduled to fly back to 

Washington State but had to 
rent a car in order to get home. 
It took them most of the week 
for the drive. The son of Ed 
Aikey, who lives in Texas, had 
to drive to Ohio to attend his 
fathers funeral and I'm sure 
there are others who have 
similar stories to tell of their 
experience on that fateful day. 

I thought the reunion 
went very well. It was a nice 
hotel , the weather was good, 
plenty to see in that beautiful 
city and the trip to the 
Heritage Museum was 
enjoyed by all. We had 276 in 
attendance with many of those 

of the second generation. It was very pleasing to see sons 
and daughters attending with their parents. And there were 
several widows who we were glad to see and welcome. I 
hope we' ll have as many, or more, next year at Salt Lake 
City! 

For those who pay dues annually - -
2002 DUES ARE NOW DUE!! 
l know Jack will need several pages for the reunion 

photos so I'll stop my ramblin' so he can have the space. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS ONE AND ALL. 

Hal 

PAST 
PRESIDENT 

W en, another reunion has come and gone. 

It was truly a pleasure to see the great turnout at 
Savannah thi s year. I was very impressed with the 
service, courtesy and helpfulness through out our stay. 

The Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum speaks 
for itself. l' m sure everyone shared the same overall 
impression. 

1 wish to give my sincere appreciation to the 
officers and committee members who, year after year, 
give of their time and energy to keep the 34111 Bomb 
Group Association a great organization. They deserve 
our thanks and appreciation for a job well done. 

Thank you all for giving me the privilege of 
serv ing as president. Let us give our new president a 
big welcome and wish him well in 2002. 

Please join us in Salt Lake City, Utah next 
year. Hopefully, we' ll have a large turnout there. 

Claude Gibbs 

CAN YOU COPE ? 

If you can start the day without caffeine or pep pills, 
If you can be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains, 
If you can resist complaining and boring people 

with your troubles, 
If you can eat the same food everyday and be 

grateful for it, 
If you can understand when loved ones are too busy 

to give you time, 
If you can overlook when people take things out on 

you when, through no fault of yours, 
something goes wrong, 

If you can take criticism and blame without 
resentment, 

If you can face the world without lies and deceit ' 
If you can conquer tension without medical help, 
If you can relax without liquor, 
If you can sleep without the aid of drugs. 

THEN YOU ARE PROBABLY THE FAMILY DOG 

M.M. PageS 



The reunion committee thanks the 276 mem­
bers, their families and their friends for attending our 
34th BGA reunion at Savannah and making it a huge 
success. Some had to stay at nearby hotels, as the 
Hilton Savannah DeSoto could not handle the unex­
pected turnout. We were able to get together at the 
Museum, for meals, the hospitality room and the PX 
room. The shuttle to the Mighty Eighth Air Force 
Heritage Museum worked out well, and when it was 
time for the last bus, we were all tired out and it felt 
good to sit down for the ride back to the hotel. 

The Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum person­
nel were taping our members experiences- our group 
was the first to have this done. Our display is still there; 
a bit smaller as the displays have been downsized to 
make room for other material. The "Last Man's" wine 
bottle is still intact. I presented two 8" x 1 0" framed 
photographs of our Mendlesham memorial. The British 
ladies and friends had presented them to the 34th bomb 
group. These were the first that the museum had 
received from any of the organizations. 

LOST AND FOUND: A package was left on one 
of the buses. The bus company delivered it to me at the 
hotel Monday morning. There was no identification, only 
that it was purchased at the museum. There was one metal 
container plus other items - all you have to do is identify 
the other items and Gen Rutka will wrap them up and send 
the package to you. Our address is: Harold Rutka, 11 East 
Artavia St., Duluth, MN 55811-2330. Our phone number 
is 218-724-J 667. 

We had a group of people making a videotape of 
the 34th bomb group members that had been on the 
"Munster Raid". Bob Wright was a pilot on the mission 
and he wasn' t sure he would take off the make-up that 
was applied on him as it make him look "50 years younger". 

We will be looking forward to seeing all of you in 
Salt Lake City, Utah in September 2002. Salt Lake City 
was the starting point for many of us that received our 
assignments to the 34t11 bomb group while at Blythe, 
California. We wi11 not duplicate the troop D·ai n ride on that 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

There is a "Return to England" tour tentatively set 
for the month of June 2002. If interested, please contact: 
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TAMARAC TRAVEL, Dick D' Amato 
Phone - 1-800-486-0022 
Fax - 321-235 
e-mail - rdamato@cfl.rr.com 

We are survivors of an attack on our country and 
we are in the same situation again. We had people praying 
for us then and now it is our turn to offer prayers for our 
country and our military personnel. The problem now is 
that we don ' t always know who the enemy is. We did it 
before and we can do it again - GOD BLESS AMERICA. 

We wish you and yours peace, good health and 
happiness in the corning year. 

The reunion committee, 
Harold Rutka 
Robert Wright 
Bruce Sothern 

From Hal Province 

Have you on-line members of the 34th Bomb Group 
checked out Gary Ferrell 's site recently? http:// 
n1embers.tripod.com!V ALORto VICTORY /index.html. Gary 
e-ma.iled me recently that he has added a great deal 
to the site. I'm sure the additions will be of interest 
to most of the air crews. Now you can see the list of 
the missions a crew flew or the missions on which a 
favorite a/c flew along with other lists. The enti re 
list of B-!7 and B-24 missions are listed along with 
the ale that went on those missions. Gary has done a 
yeoman 's job at getting all of this data on the net. 

In spite of the work it took I'm sme it w ill save hi m 
some time in the end. Now he won' t have to make 
individual retrievals to find out which missions a 
certain crew flew and which planes they were on. 

Other web sites of interest to the members are: 
The official 34th BG page: 

www.excel-tech.com/34th/ 
"Flying Dutchman" crew - http:/www.jccc.net/ 
-bgustaf/341h _Bomb/Feider page: 

-http://34thbombgroup.homestead.com/ 
Pop and P lanes 

http:/ /www.eiswert.com 
34th page under 8thAF : 

www.HeavyBombers.com 



tO!fKEIIT! IIBOfJT TilE tREV 
By Robert S. Gay 

T his is picture of Major Eaton's Special crew when it 
landed in England. 

M/Sgt. Meredith was a talented man who could fix 
anything (except a rocker ann) that caused us to make a 
forced landing in Puerto 
Rico. 

Harry Ackerman was as 
good a navigator as ever 
wore shoes. He had 
served a tour in the 
Pacific before joining us 
at Blythe to sharpen up 
our navigators. He did 
not have to serve 
another tour but 
somehow volunteered to 
do so. A little 
encouragement from 
Jack Eaton helped. 

Rose I don't remember 
too much about. 

Ryan was something else. Wherever we stopped he 
recruited the native labor. He would give them a cigarette 
or candy bar and from then on he had a personnal 
servant. 

In Belem we had quite a layover because we were losing 
aircraft on the way to Dakar. We were selected to fly dead 
reckoning and have Steiner monitor the radio out of 
Dakar. AI Steiner was a genius on communications and 
got Guy Lombardo from the Waldorf Astoria in the middle 
of the South Atlantic. 

DID YOU KNOW. .... ? 
Unlike many of the warring nations, the United States 

emerged from World War II essentially unscathed, primarily 
due to the vast stretches of ocean that lay between it and its 
enemies. 
However, Axis planners were always looking for ways to 
attack the Arsenal of Democracy, even if only for propaganda 
value. Japan was especially motivated to strike after suffering 
the minor, but humiliating Doolittle raid in April 1942. 

One scheme it developed to strike the American 
mainland involved a force of its huge, four-engined H8K 

On the evening we were to depart, I entered the aircraft 
from the rear and found hidden among the gear, Charley 
Boy, a native Ryan was taking along as his personal 
servant. Ryan said he wanted to go with us and couldn't 
we sign him up. "I don' t think so, I replied, "and besides 
your rank (S/Sgt.) doesn't entitle you to a personal 
servant. Charley Boy, out! 

Jack Eaton was a good 
officer who dreamed of 
becoming a General. He 
was a good executive 
and fun to be around. 
Had he lived he would 
have made a good 
General. A good pilot he 
was not and that is why 
he had Howard Burton 
in right seat. Captains 
were not flown as co­
pilots but Eaton never 
flew without Blllton 
who was a good pilot. 

Donald Durham was a 
ballet dancer before he 

went into the Air Force and Annament school. He was 
very good at his job and he could adapt without being told 
what to do. 

The 34th never left the ground without a full load of gas 
even if we were a bomb or two light on the Division 
Mission order. The reason for the 34th's success was due 
to the great talent of our men and officers. I take pride in 
that I had a lot to do in selecting them. 

In Belem we all bought "boots". I am the only one bold 
enough to show them off on duty. 

float planes. The plan called for 30 H8K's, freshly 
refueled by submarines at a rendezvous point off Baja 
California, to fly halfway across the U.S. to bomb the 

Texas oilfields. 
After the attack, the seaplanes would meet up with a 

group of German tanker U-boats in the Atlantic that would 
support them as they flew up and down the East Coast 
launching terror raids on major cities. 

Although the Germans were supportive of this plan and 
prepared the necessary U-boats, the Japanese ultimately 
called off the opyration because of their deteriorating situation 
in the Pacific. 

Source: Dirty Little Secrets of World War II 
by James Dunnigan and Albert Nofi 
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M View Of 
The Flood 

Many of our newly acquired and younger associate 
members of the 34'h BGA have interesting and varied 
occupations. One of those is Fawn Leeson, niece of Clair 
Zarfoss, pilot of the first crew to fly the B-17 "Flying 
Dutchmen" in combat. Fawn is a deputy sheriff in Harris 
County, Texas. 

Most have heard of the devastating flood that hit 
Houston, Texas and surrounding areas in June as a result of 
the tropical depression called Allison. Fawn and her fellow 
law enforcement officers were deeply involved in problems 
that were occurring in the county jail as the floodwaters 
rose to the point where it became necessary to evacuate the 
prisoners. Her story fo llows: 

1301 Franklin St. was under water, basement, tunnel, 
no lights, etc. We had over 2000 male and female inmates 
to be transported into our other two jails. The only way to 
get them out was by going up and down several flights of 
stairs. We started at the top, the 12th floor, and worked our 
way down. I would estimate that I went up and down the 
stairs 64 times, others even more. 

We used flashlights and candles to light our way. Each 
tank (cell) was emptied. Each inmate was cuffed and leg 
ironed to prevent any from trying to escape, or getting hurt. 
Most were jokingly enjoying the move- but not us. 

With no lights and extreme heat it wac; physically and mentally 
draining on all the deputies involved. Most deputies that were 
off couldn't get in because they too were flooded like the rest 
of Houston. Their phone lines were down and so were certain 
cell phone companies. 

It was a slow process to do this massive move and I'm sure 
there were some who felt it went too slow, but they didn' t take 
into account that some of these inmates were pretty bad people, 
people who no one would want walking the streets. Planning 
the undertaking was essential, for not only our safety but also 
the inmates and the cities. 

I managed to get into work at 7PM, after several futile 
attempts, and remained until 6:00 the next morning. Many 
deputies were there much longer helping get these people out. 
I am happy to say no one was hurt during the ordeal and am 
thankful for the dedication and support all the deputies provided 
during this emergency. And most thankful for all the smiles we 
exchanged as we passed on the way up and down the stairs. 
My legs will need much time to get back to normal. 

Also, I want to thank all the brass Lt's, Sgt's and Capt's 
that were right by our side assisting and giving smiles of 
encouragement. I would hope we never have to go through 
that again, but if we do, I know we will handle it with pride, 
strength and love for each other, just the way we did it this 

time 
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Sgt. Guilford Spence was a flight engineer/top turret 

gunner on Lt. Cranston Sproul 's B-17 bomber crew assigned 
to the 39 1 ., squadron , 34'h Bombardment group( H), 
Mendlesham Airbase, Suffolk County, England during World 
War II. 

On December 3 1 s• 1944, while the crew was 
attacking Hanover, Germany, their plane was blasted by 
anti-aircraft artillery and set on ftre. Shrapnel almost severed 
Sgt. Spence's foot and he was bleeding profusely. Despite 
his wounds, Spence slid down from his turret, got his toolbox 
and dragged himself to the cockpit where he started to cut 
burning wires and repair leaking oxygen lines. 

Communication within the aircraft was hampered 
as the flak had destroyed the radio and intercom equipment. 
One wing was on fire and the bomber headed down. But 
Spence remained in the cockpit attempting to repair some 
damage. 

When Lt. Sproul gave the order to bail out, not all 
of the crew heard him because of the damage. So Sgt. 
Spence left his post and, ignoring his serious injuries, 
unselfishly crawled through the hatchway to inform the 
navigator and bombardier to bail out, thus saving their lives. 

The crippled bomber. by that time. was spinning 
wildly as it spiraled downward. The crew spilled out one by 
one through the bomb bay. But Sgt. Spence was pinned by 
G-forces until another crewman pushed him from the burning 
plane. Three crew members died and the rest taken prisoners 
of war. 

Cranston Sproul, pilot of the ill-fated B-17 Flying 
Fortress, wrote the original recommendation for a citation 
for Spence, after returning to the U.S., and notified him a 
year before his death that the citation had been approved 
and he would be receiving the Silver Star. 

Although Guilford knew the award was corning, it 
was not received until Feb. 1991 when his widow, Bernice 
Spence, was presented with the medal- 10 months after he 
had died of heart failure in Zephyhills, Fl. "If only he could 
have lived a few months longer," said Benice Spence who 
is now living in a nursing home in Zephryhlls. "But I was 
pleased to know that he knew it was coming." 

The USAF couldn't explain why Spence received 
the award so late. "In this particular case, it fell out of the 
system somehow and was lost," said Col. Egede-Nissen, 
commander of the 56'h Combat Support Group at McDill 
AFB, Tampa, Fl., after he had presented the Silver Star to 
Mrs. Spence. 

Spence's brother, Marshall, said he thinks that some 
action taken by the crew at a 34'" Bomb Group Association 
reunion might have provided the nudge the Air Force needed 
to jog it's memory. ~'Probably some of his former officers 
resubmitted his name for the award," Marshall said." Better 
late than never." 



Two new books have been added to the PX list. 

"The Munster Raid, Before and After" was written by 
Engli sh author Ian Hawkins who spent 20 years researching 
this mission. It sells for $32.00. 

A fiction novel in paper back "Bail Out Over 
Munster" was written by the 34'" bomb group's own Walter 
Srurdivan is priced at $5.00. Both of these books are in 
stock and available. 

Two other books written by Walter are available 
and can be purchased direct from Walter at his home address: 
Walter Sturdivan 

5901 N. ElDorado St. 
Stockton CA 95207 
Tel: 209 477 3811 

Inquiry from Mendlesham 
By way of Hal Provinces trusty computer network, this 
letter from Mendlesham, Suffolk, England : 

Please excuse the intrusion but T am wondering if you may 
be able to help me? 

My wife and I recently purchased a property in Mendlesham 
which used to be known as the Royal Oak Inn, opposite the 
church. It is no longer an Inn and we are trying to establish 
its history through to c 1510 when it was believed to have 
been built on an existing market site dating back to the 1200's 

The war years are just some of the many gaps that 
we have in it's life and it is possible that some of you members 
may have knowledge or even visited the Inn whilst stationed 
at Mendlesham airfield. If you or your members should 
have any information or pictures of the Inn I would be most 
interested in adding the details to my records. 

Hal's reply stated that he had no knowledge of the Inn but 
we cou ld ask our membership. The return e-mail from 
England follows: 

I do appreciate that this is a shot in the dark but ir would 
be great to add our American friends touch to the history. 
Apart from, at best photos or other documents, it would be 
nice to hear the personal experiences and memories of 

"The Red Tailed De vi Is from Mendlesham" tells of the 341
" 

bomb groups action and losses in combat and sells for $15.00 

"Shake Hands With the Devil" is a true story about 
an airman in combat and is also priced at $ 15.00. 

Another book written by another member of the 
34'" bomb group, Robert Vaughn is titled "Fames Favored 
Few" can be ordered direct from his home. 

Robert Vaughn 
I 06 Country Home 
Picayune, MS 39466 

Ken Paxton, PX manager 

tlwse who may have visited, giving us an insight to life, 
layout and atmosphere of the Inn during those times. 

Some may have visited by vehicle, others may have used 
the footpath across the fields to the base. Who knows what 
tales and deeds may transpire from this. Probably some 
joy and some might say joyful embarrassment. 

From this end, our thoughts go out to those of you 
there who thought perhaps they had seen the last of terror 
until the tragic events of September 11. 

Once again many thanks for your interest and cooperation. 

Regards, 

Stuart Larkin 
Oak House 
Chapel Rd 
Mendlesham, Stowmarket 
IP14 SQ 
ENGLAND 
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PX ORDER FORM 

NEW: AUTO WINDOW STICKER- 2"X41/4" BLACK AND SILVER 
VET: WWII U.S AIR FORCE OR VET: WWII US ARMY AIR CORPS .... ......... $4.00 EACH OR 3 FOR $10.00 

(NO SHIPPING CHARGES ON THIS ITEM) 
REPRINT OF 34TH B.G. HISTORY BOOK, 1947 edition, EDWIN S. SMITH .......................................... . $37.50ea. 
LATEST 34Tli B.G. HISTORY BOOK, 1999 edition ................ ................................................ .. .......... $49.95ea. 
"THE MUNSTER RAID, BEFORE AND AFTER" by IAN HAWKINS ........................................................... $32.00ea 
" BAIL OUT OVER MUNSTER" by WALTER STURDIVAN ......................................................................... $ 5.00ea 
PERMANENT NAME TAGS (First and last names & Sqdn. No) .......... .... ................ .......................... $ 7.00ea. 
LICENSE PLATE (341

h Bomb Group) .................................................................... .................. ........ $ 4.00ea. 
LICENSE PLATE HOLDER (2 for $5.00) ............................................................ .............. .... ............ $ 3.00ea. 
PATCHES- 8lli AIR FORCE OR 34Tli BOMB GROUP .............................................. ......................... $ 5.00ea. 
PATCHES- 8lli AIR FORCE (Gold & Silver Bullion Thread) .. .. .. .... .. .... ...... .. .. ........................................ $ 9.95ea. 
PATCHES- SQUADRON- 41h- 71h - 18th- .......... .................... ................ .......... .... .... ............ ............ $ 5.00ea. 

DECAL- VALOR TO VICTORY- 5" X 5" ............ .... .......................... ............................................... $ 1.50ea. 
BUMPER STICKER - 34TH B.G. - 3" X 12" .......................................... ................ .................... .... .... $ 1.50ea. 
BOLO TIES- 8TH AIR FORCE- 34lli B. G.- B-17 - B24 .................................. .... ........................... $ 6.00ea. 
KEY RINGS- 8Tli AIR FORCE- B-17- B-24 .... .............................. ........................ ...... .................. $ 4.00ea 
HAT PINS (FOR DECOR) B-24 - B-17 or POW ...... .............. .... ........ .................. .................... ...... $ 3.50ea. 
VALOR TO VICTORY (LADY'S STICK PIN) ........................................................... .......... .................. $ 3.50ea. 
WINGS- 2 %"- PILOT- BOMBARDIER- NAVIGATOR- GUNNER ................................ .............. .. ... $ 4.00ea. 
WINGS- 2" CREW ................... ..... .. ............................................ .............. ................................. $ 4.00ea. 
WINGS -1 " - PILOT- BOMBARDIER - NAVIGATOR- ENG- GUNNER ..... ...... ................ ................. $ 3.50ea. 
TIE TACK- 8lli A.F. - 4lli -7lli -18lli - 391 5T SQDNS .. .............................................. ........................ $ 4.00ea. 
BALL PEN (retractable) W/REPLACEABLE CARTRIDGE 
OK. BLUE W/GOLD LETTERS (34TH BOMB GROUP, 8TH AIR FORCE) AND GOLD TRIM .... .. ................ ... $ 1.49ea. 

CAPS - SOLID ROYAL BLUE (New 34th B.G. Design) ............................ ........................ ...................... $ 7.00ea. 
V.C.R. TAPE 58 mins. ("Start Your Engines+ 50 Years" ) .......................... .... .... .............................. $27.95ea. 
MEN'S POLO SHIRT W/ POCKET AND 34TH B.G. EMBLEM ( Hunter Green - beautiful) 

MED. LRG. XLRG. XXLRG .. . $24.50ea. 
MEN'S POLO SHIRT (Cobblestone beige) W/34TH B.G. EMBLEM and LOGO- (no pocket). 

MED. LRG. XLRG. XXLRG ... $24.50ea. 
MEN'S POLO SHIRT ( White W/ Emblem - no pocket) Large or X Large ......................................... $27.00ea 

PLEASE CIRCLE ITEMS DESIRED 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER 

Please add $.3.50 postage for orders under $20.00 and $4.50 postage for orders $20.00 and over 

Send check or money order to: 341h B. G. PX 
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Ken Paxton 

6402 E. 11 th St. 

Wichita, KS 67206 

Tel: (316) 685 4376 

e-mail kenpax1 @aol.com 

Thanks for your support of the 34~~'~ BGA. We wish all of you good health and much happiness! 



Minutes 
MINIJTllS OP TIIU UOARO 0 1' OIRI'.cTORS' Mli.llTING, SI1P n;;M0 11.R 6, 20()1 

'I he lmwal meetona oft he UOARI oroirocoorl of the 34th ll<>mb Group ASIOCiauon wu called to order by 
Pres Claude Oibbli at ISOO on ~pt 6. 2001, in the lhhon Savannah DeSoto 11ooel In Savannah. Ga 
'rhe Pledge of Alleaiance ,.,.. led by l'res Oibbo Chaptoln Jamea Man in gave the mvocabon 

Pres 01llbt called foo 1 roll call. Pruenl Wet<:' l'nlo Cllucle Gibbs. IJI VP W1yno How~ 2nd VP C'atl 
St..,_ Roc Soeo John Peda. T......,.erand Cormlpondof18 Sm llarold Prow>ct. PUt Pres Nomwo 
MIO)'OI'. Chapl11n J1m00 Manin. PX Mgr Ken hxton. MM Eclrtor J""k Share, 8d Memb<n Claude C'oo\Uln. e,,....,, Rose. Carroll Fonll.,., Frankhn S\vnt. J11tn<11 Clcmins and Amhony Coutroo. Rcunioto Commln""' 
,.,.,.,.,.,.. Harold Rutka. Bob Wria)ot ond Bruce Sodoern Aboent Arclol,.;,. Wall- 0 .-ub 

Moooon by Sotloern, oecond by Clemons to o«cpe the rnl<.ltes or the 2000 meeti"8 u pnnted in the 
Mcpd!csbam Mcmorict or D<umber. 2000 Mooioo1 carried 

PX repon wu al_, by Ke.> Pa>non 
8alance on ~ember 5, 2000 
l>q>oolts ttom rnorchlnduc oo1c1 
l nttnll on chedana accoun1 

Cloeckl w..od for mct<handb.e, rdlonda and w pplies 
Oalancc on Sept o, 200 I 

$185 36 
1,215.03 
--U2 
52,172.28 
.I..1.Qil.2Q 

s 474 38 

Outsoandons bill< l>•peNIO tO Ken Po ton !'or supplies and poslllleofSII 2 81 
A nunob<t Of bookl M oontignn'ICnt 
llomb Omup ahirt• on ordet 

Motion by Province, ....,nd by Clconinato accept the PX report Motion coomed 

Motion by Clornin1, S<.'CI'Ind by Slvrct to authori1.c PX M11r Ken Pooxton to puroholoc the remoininQ thirty 
34th Bomb Oroup hlltory booko tmnotho publillloet ut • 10% dlll<lc>u•ot. M<>tlon carried 

, .,..,...,,.,., report Will slven by 11arold ~rovlo""' with all Agurea uof Augu51 27, 2001 

WorlcinQ I CCO<Ontt l!IQQ ZlliU. 
Otneral fund In England (est) $ 3110.00 39000 
Cbockoflllocec>unt IIIUICO<)k Bank 431.112 686 17 
Money Min Ha.ncock Bank 1.517 Sl 1,446 80 
Money Mkt l!dw Jones 2,8H7 70 4,081.42 

Sub .. otal $ 5,271 70 6,S94A8 
34th Bomb Group runc1s 

ute Mcmbcnloip Fund 22,063 44 14,375.08 
Scholonhlp Fund 13,135 57 13,559 51 
Mcmonol ~unci 1,05519 1,05589 
<kncrol Fund 2,32942 6,594 48 
P.,eOrcy Fund 000 1,01000 

C".rtlftd·tCMal s 31,584 32 36,5~ 02 

Locatioo1 or Fund• 
Money Mkt t\lnd1 at foclw Jones S 2,214 90 4,011 42 dl'&wa mtcrell 
co atl'.dw Jones JO.OOO 00 30,000 00 w.,... uotetat 
Money Min t\lnda at llanoodt I,S 17 S I 1,446 89 drawa int<1'Cil 
Oenl fund HouococL ond ~:~~(~land 2,329 42 1.066 17 no.,,....., 
CD at 6 4'• was d..., an October of 2000 5.000.00 0 00 
Gnond-Total S J9,SS4.62 S 36,S9S.02 

As or September 3,2001. the bill ror doe September MM has noo been paid. It wm probably be baween 
s 1,800 and 52,000. 

RespcctfuUy aubmined by Harold ProWoce 
T.......,...Pn>Woce swed that about 300 members arc payios .....W dues. We- 360 life members wloe 
have paidup ckael. Wo abo have about OS uooc:i&te mcmben wJoe pay yearly dues. 
Motion by Rooe, aecood by Couoroo to app<ove doe trcuurcr' s report. Motion oan:icd. 

Reumon committ .. report by 'Harold Rutka We 80< a $233 rdlate from tbe Buf&lo rouruon. OJrrcr~tly we 
have S20,000 in the bank for thl• reunion. Ninety rooma were reserved at doe Hihon. Five were added after 
the deedline 10 aome late tq',istrants ore bouJod at od>cr botols. N"mety-six have signed up for the tours to 
the 8th A.F Mu.eun• on l'riday. Next year's reurrion is planned fo< Salt Lake City for the c<>mpurable 
wccl<end in September of2002. Seymour!....., a ,_,._ wbo Uvea in Salt Lake City, is u.i.cing doe 
oommiu.., Motion by Con1tlin, 11000nd by I'Tovinoc to approve the reunion committee report. Motion 
carried. 

Tho Scloelulbip Committee report wu siven by Harold Province. Fourteen opplicatlons were received. The 
oommittec rooommendt the top tbreo u : Fint for S I 000 is Amy Crawford or Tioond<rog•, NV 2nd ror $750 
is $Qn Hoban ofLouioville. KY, and Third !'or $500 is Theresa Rusoo of Hartsdale, NY. Motion by Sivret, 
s<>c0nc1 by Ruou to """"""' doe report. Motion carried. 

Tho propotood a6dcndum to - Constitution for Article 2 rdatU!g to usociate mcmben wu thoroughly 
discuued. The addendum to Article 2 defllling meonb<nhip in the Asooc:iation sloall ~ as follows: 
AND TO ASSOCIADl MF.MBERS WHO HAVE BE£N ASSOCIATE MEMBERS FOR JW0 OR 
MORE l'E.ARS (This addendum wiD give lliiOCiate mcmben tbe rigbt 10 vou lDII to bold office after rwo 
years u ........,e ~) Mocion by Solbem, s<>cOnd by Stemeo to IUbmit this adclmdum to doe Genent 
mcnobcnllip for approval on Sopt- a, 2001 . Motioa carried. 

The Memorial or $1000 in .._..,., ofP .. e 0n:y wu ditc:usood. A sunoey was made or doe widows of 
oleeeaoed ~ The majority _...sa desire to cootiroue recdving doe Mm!IM!wn Mcmorja 
Motioo by ProWoce , """""" by Coutroa 10 ""'doe ononey in doe flond to oend doe MM 10 doe widowo of 

- ~ Motioo carried. 

The Mmdlcslwp Mcmpria repon wu aM:n by Editor Jack Share. He rcporoed oo ~ problema at 
this time. He did ~ that iDdivldual mcmben c:onainuc 10 ICDd bim their iDdMduaJ stories 10 - in 
t\lture editiona He abo ,...._ed that all pictures fl'om this ""'*"' reao:ll him by Oecober IS Motioo1 by 
R-. s<>cOnd by Sivm to approw: the repon and c:ocnmend Editor Jack Sloare fur the geao job be is doing. 
Motioo1 carriod. 

Pres. Gibbs appoimed an audit ..,..,;uee of Carl Stemen, E- Roac and Anthony Coutros t.o •adit the 
PX IICCOWII. the t ............. -nil and the r<Union- fund< lDII report "' the GcncraJ 
Membcnbip on Sept. a .. 2001 . 

Old buR.- · none. 

New bu»neos. Pres. Gibbs reported on a n:quat from doe 8th AF Museum Founda!Hon for a CO<ttoibution 
tmm tbe 34th BG. Motion by Stemen, occond by ClenUns to decline the rcquestand C11C0Uflll" iodividuals 
co nl&ke contributions u they may dotirc Motion carried 

Bruce So them made a rcq~.- oo behalf of the nominating ()()f'nmittce for suggestions and Of' volunteen for 
o1llceno of the Aaooeiatioro. This ycat'l dection will be for a- vicc-prcoidcot and for two board 
memben. 
Everett Rose exp,..,....., appnciation for the munion committee for their work:. 
Motioo1 by Rutka, s<>cOnd bly Martin to adjoum at 1620. Respcctll.olly submitted by John J. Feda 

~f'_;r;-~ 

MINIJTES OF 'll{ll GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING HELD SEI"'EMBER 8, 2001 

The IIMIIII..-ing oftbc 34th 8omb Group Association was called to order by Pres. Claude Gibbs 
at 0900 011 September 8, 200 I, 11 doe Hilton S.vannab DeSoto Hotel in S.vannab, Georgia. • 
The Pledge of Allqplnc:e wu led by Pres. Gibbs. The invocation was gj""" by Chaplain James Martuo. 

Mocion by PrcMnce,leCOOd by Rote to o«cpe tbc minutes or the Sept. 9, 2000: ~ tMdiQa bdd in 
Buffalo, NY, as printed in doe Mmdlc:sbem Mqngrics or Oeccmber, 2000. Mot100 carried. 

-rr_..... t11ro1o:t Province pvc the tteuuter'. repon. (PitaJe refer to t1oe Boord .-.u.s .....,tes or 
Sept. 6, 200 I , for doe oltlailcd report.) Motion by Oemitls, SOClOild by CoU1ros 10 llli"'M' the repon. 
Mocioo carried. 

The Scbo1an1tip Committee ('Hanson. VIUjjbln, Feda) repo<1. wu aiven by Amben ~(Pieue refer 10 
doe 8oonl mcetiJIII .......... or Sept. 6, 2001 for doe detliltd report.) Motion by Province, leCOOd by Stemen 
IO approve the reptXt. Motion catriod. 

The RCiunioo Commitee (Rutb. Woiahf. Sothem) reptXt was given by Harold llut.ktL There are 276 
r~ at !hi$ yar's reunion. The committee has 521 ,000 to pay fur this yar'oreunion.Netl yeer'o 
reunion is pWlnod fur Salt Lake City 011 this Clllllf>l1able v.:ee'<encl in Sep!cdler. Seymour~ a mtmber 
living in Salt Ulce City, is wiJtina doe committee. The hotd has oot been odected as or this date. 
MOtion by Role, lllCOIId by Howorter to approve tbc ncport. Motion carried. 

The Nominatit18 Committe (Sothern, Wright. Martin) repon was gi\-en by Bruce Sotlocm. for 2nd ~the 
nomination is for Fred Walt<. For dlrecton the nominees are Jobo Demko and Vernon Ames. 1't'o1. Oobbs 
called for nominations &om doe lloor. None were given. 
Motion by Conklin. second by Rose to c.lote the nominations and instruct the secrewy to cut a 
unanimous ballot for the nominees as preoetrted. Motion carried. 
Bruce Sotloern reported that Wallace Brauka does 001 fed lhe can serve eny looger as the ArcbiviSI. This is 
an appointed poshion Pres. Gibbs appointed Gary Ferrell to be the Asaociation'a Arcbivill (Historian). 
All ooloer appointecs, namely Jadt S~ Ken Paxton, Harold Provinoe, James Mlrtin and John Fcda will 
oonlinue in their respective posiliions. 

The Audit Commiu .. (Stemen. Rooo, Coutros) report was givto by Carl Stemen. They reported that the PX 
accoonu. the treasum'a aco:ounoa and doe reunion ICCOUli1S were all reviewed lDII found to be in order. 
Motion by Rooe, aecood by SiVTd to appi'OVCI tbc audilrcport. Motion carried. 

ThoPX report wu given by Ken Paxtoo. (Pieueref..-to doe Board ~minulesofScpt. 6, 2001 , 
for tbc d«aiiod report.) Ken reponed tbal 30 mail arden were filled this yeer. The invanory on shin• io low 
but obey are 011 order. If you onler now they wiD be stippod to you 11 oo charge for JlOSU8C. Pleue 
put you tclopbone number on wry firture ordcn 10 doe onler can be cxpaliled more eflidattly There ue 
..,_,boob 011 sale ia doe PX. Moot of' these are oo coosigm:lollt. 
Medon by Provinoe, teCOOOI by Coutroa to approve doe report. MoOoa carried. 

Under old bwin<a tbc odclcaldwn to our COOSiitutioa CCIIICltrl)ing associate~ was~ 
The Boen1 tOCOCIIltoended an addendwD wllic:ll ouda- ANQ TO ASSSCXJAJE MEMBERS WHO HA\IE 
Bf.EN JaSSOC!AJE MfMBFBS FOR TWO QR MORE )'EMS (This oddeldJm will give them doe riaJtt 
to -• and doe ricbt to bold ollico ia the As3ot:illion after two yeatS as asoocia1e mombcn.) 
Motion by Rlltka, leCOOd by Sotloern to approve this addendwD to our conslitution. Mocioo carried. 

Bob Oro.. reptXted on two )'OUft8 men in En&lond (Kevin and San Wt:Ub) wbo are doing a history on tbc 
:Htb Bomb Group . They were oppoidtecl by Pres. Gibbs u wociale historians for the 34th. Al Jsncbea 
has abo c::otl'tSpOIICI with theoc two men. 

Gary Ferrdl reponed on doe dellilcd data bales Joe has cre8lod lOr doe 34th 00. Tbese are avatllble on tiiC 

34th OG web site. Tbeeomplttcaddresl or doe web site can be found in any issue or doe MM. 

TamartiC Tnvd it ptanninQ a •Return to Mondleslwn" for the 34th Bomb Group. It will take pbcc tmm 
June $, 2002. to June 13, 2002. They hive arrtn8ed similar tours fO< o- 11,000 vetenns. 

editor Jack Share reponed on tbe Mcpdlcsbam Memories He stated that the "Friends Write" is a popular 
sc:c:lion oft he publicltion. He encourogcs us to send in our oomruents. He feels our publiJber is very 
cooperative. He abo ctedited Eli Baldca for our existing fonnat. Please send him the reunioo pieturea by 
October 1 $ for doe mmion iaauc. He made a speciAl plea for ADDRESS CHANGES because tho: POSI Office 
charges him $1 .80 for each MM rtlumod to him because the orisinalacldrcss is ino:oi'I'C(;t. 

John Vertd, wbo is eoontinating doe intetviews for doe Mcrest>utg OoaJmenlary, assured us thlt this wu not 
a profit rnaklna veoltllc. n... interviews wiD be edited lDII pbced in the 8th Air Force Muscwn. n... 34th 
IUSiainecJ aianificant Joues 00 thole raida. 

There being no furtber bu»oeos , Pres. Oo'bbs odjownod tbc ..-;.,gat 102S. 

Rtspcctfully submitted by Jobo J. Fcda 

. ~9f~ 
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ATTENDEES 

Bailey Adams 
Paul and Beryl Anderson 
Vern Ames 
Alex Antanovich and Martha Ferline 
Joe Ardo and Charlotte 
Harry Arnold 
Lawrence and Lucille Babcock 
Charles and Roberta Barclay 

rwin and Marlene Baxter 
and Barbara Bell 

Morton and Sheri Fiedler 
Robert J. Filip 
Dale and Margie Finley 
Carroll and Sylvia Forister 
Robert and Marty Fox 
Earl and Mary Frank 
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AT THE 
SAVANNAH 

Abe and Ernestine Firestone 
Peter and Sylvia Gaskin 
Basil and Lorene Gaumer 
Beverly Gibbs 

Claude and Audrey Gibbs 
Forest and Irma Goetsch 
Ryle and Juanita Griffin 
Willis Griffin 
Robert H. Gross 
Milton Hansen and Sandy Kripps 

and Todd Lampey 
Samuel and Welda Lane 
Ralph Lundeen 
John and Kathern Marks 
James F. Martin 
Norman Mayer and Marci Campbell 
Paul and Twyla Meeder 
Clayton Mink and Pamela Schmitt 
Orner Mongeon, MG Daniel Mongeon 

and Neil Dutcher 
Cletus and Jean Morris 
Fred and Ginny Muente 

and Marlene Nord 
William W. Neal 
C.L. and Christine Nichols 
Thomas and Mildred Newton 
John and Liz Noe 
William Orton 
Jack and Helen Oyster 
Valerie and Thomas Payne 

REUNION 
Ken and Kathleen Paxton 
Harry and Willie Perry 
Philip and Frances Podulka 
Arnold and Harry Prillaman 
Robert and Virginia Pacholski 
Ralph and Bernice Peterson 
Bonnie Powers and Ray Zylstra 

Robert and Rachel Provence 
Hal and Jan Province 

Julian and Eleanor Ramirez 
Floyd and Miriam Richmon 

and Thelma Warfield 
George and June Ritchie 
Everett and Margo Rose 
Herbert and Joyce Roy 

d and Genevieve Rutka 

Stuthers, 
Jim and Juliana Stuthers 
Stewart Stuthers 
Charles and Lenora Sutton 
Hal and Ruby Thorpe 
Eugene Tigges and Laura Smith 
James Troup 
John Veres and Michael, John and 

Joseph Veres 
Frederick and Blanche Voss 
Karl and Judy Wallace 
Fred and Rachel Waltz 
Joseph and Marilyn Wong 
John and John, Jr. Wooten 
Rober and Esther Wright 
Wayne Wright and Gene Forrest 
Benjamin and Edith Zeldes 



The Trolley 

View of Savanah 



The Hilton DeSoto 

Reunion committee report - Harold Rutka 

M.M. Page 14 RX Report - Ken Paxton Board of Directors 



~ 
Harold & Gen Rutka Registration Esther Wright Gen Rutka - Bob Wright 

Esther & Bob Wright - Bruce Sothern 

Nig_bt Dinoner 

- ~ 
Margie 

Finley 

.. .-
Verne & Juanita Santas Banquet Table M.M. Page 15 



M.M. Page 16 Glenn & Vera Henry Paul & Pauline Shull 



@llD~~ I@~@@~ 
)4TH BOMB GROUP }91ST SQUADRON 

-...LNDL£SHAM ENGLAND 
1944 1945 

Gf.NE 1-RAMSCHUSTlR PILOT 
AL ~AY COPILOT 
liOWARD TEW NAV 
JACI\ CLARKSON f ENG 
JOHN NELSON RO 
BENNIE NEEL TG 
ERNIE BLAH BG 
MAC MCLEAN GUN 

SSGT BERYL BOWKER TOG 

@ ~ ® .R!? ;a. k@i')i·~ 
LAUREL t CHARLIE 

Briefing 

rce_l::f_e[itage_MusetJ m 

MITt 

J' . 
\() .\(li· ' 

~ v 

Velma Jackson & Marge Bush M.M. Page 17 



Head Table 

Claude Gibbs - Gift for a job well done. 

M.M. Page 18 John Ooronsky - Main Speaker Bev. Stearns, John Doronsky 



Wayne & Lavern Howarter 

Children of Members: L to R Marilee Nord John Farley 
Lynn Hanson, Pamela Schmitt 

Audrey & Claude Gibbs 

Bill & Betty Cheek M.M. Page 19 



M.M. Page 20 Barb & Bob Bell Lois Johnson, James Martin & Marci Campbell 



A.J.Z (Abe) & Ernestine Firestone Esther Wright, Pegi Johns, John Demko M.M. 21 



Front: Frances Podulka, Garwin & Marlene BAxter, Betty Mae Feda 

(Back) Stuart & Jim Stuthers Jr. Jim Stuthers Sr. Carroll & Sylvia Forister 
M.M. Page 22 (Front) Juliana & Kay Stuthers 



Claude & Gen Conklin Near Sighted Robin Crew M.M. Page 23 



~---------Gala Booq_uet conL 

Jim Troup J. C. Smith John & Craig Coutros, 
Sons of Mary & Tony Coutros (front) 

Dexter & Beaulah Jordan Fred Muente & Bobb Pacholski 

M M P 
2
pez & Lorraine Conway celebrating 

· · age their 50th wedding anniversary 
Jan & Hal Province 



~ 

(Front) John & Marge 81oczynski, Ed & Joan Douley 
(back) Mary 81oczynskiLavonne & Wyatt Jones 

Dale & Margie Finley M.M. Page 25 



M.M. Page 26 Betty Mae & John Feda, 
Jack Oyster 

r 
~ 

David & Ethel Stiver 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Connoly 



L to R Joe & Marilyn Wong, Dez & Lorraine Conway 

Dwyer Crew 
L to R Hal Thorpe, Bob Bell, Harold Dwyer & Jack Noe 

Frank Sivret & Bruce Sothern 

There and About 

L to R Dez & Lorraine Conway, Joe & Marilyn Wong, 
Tony & Mary Coutros 

Lois Johnson, Norm Mayer, M.M. Page 27 

Marci Cambell 



Bruce Southern, Jim Martin, Paul Shull, Ken Paxton 
M.M. Page 28 

Music Lovers 



Bill Neal, Joe Marks 

Everett Rose & Bob Wright 

~t '---- ():1 

Artist in our Midst 

G 

ll 

Son Daniel & Omer Mongeon 

Kivet lvey 

Bartenders Harold Rutka, Bob Wright 
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LINDA TURNER-YALE, OK 
My mother, Peggy Sisney, 

wanted me to notify you of the 
death of my father, E.E. Sisney. 
He went to be with the lord on May 
8th of this year. He had been in failing 
health after undergoing a quadruple b y p a s s 
and suffering a stroke approximately 4 years ago. He suffered 
a very ~ad stroke on May 41h and was for the most part 
unconsc10us for the remaining 4 days he was with us. He 
was never in any pain for which we are very grateful and 
died peacefully. 

. ~y dad served with the 341
h Bomb Group and flew 5 

rruss10ns. We are extremely proud of him and his record. 
He is .huge.ly f!Ussed ~~all who loved him. Would you please 
ment10n him m your Mendlesham Memories" 

*************** 

WALLACE GREEN-BROOKLYN ,CT 
Re: Summa Scholarship Fund 

~nclosed is a check for a donation to the scholarship fund 
m memory of James H. Smith and Bernard M. Schwarz, 
both crewmen of the Edward Evans crew of the 39P1 

squadron. 

*************** 

JACK OYSTER- NICEVILLE, FL 
My record keeping stinks! I'll blame it on age. I can't 

fi.nd. that I paid my 200 1 dues - if your records show that I 
d1d J~St appl~ the enclosed to the scholarship fund. 

I m lookmg forward to the September reunion. Check 
for registration, breakfasts, dinners, etc. Sent to Robert 
Wright and reservation request mailed to the Hilton. 

We'll arrive on the 7th. Looking forward to meeting all 
you guys that work so hard to keep the 341h alive. Thanks 
for all your efforts. 

*************** 

HERMAN FIEBER- BAKERSFIELD, CA 
We updated the web site with the tail section of the B­

~ 7 on display at the museum in Palm Springs which is painted 
1~ the colors ofthe 341h. Couldn't get the whole plane in the 
p1cture because it was in a hanger and we could not get 
back far enough. We also have included our new e-mail 
address: 
Hermannancy4@cs.com 

Several weeks ago my family bought me a ride in a B-
17 for my birthday. What a thrill to ride in a B- 17 after 56 
years- the landing was better than the last time. Hope to 

see all at the reunion. 

*************** 
ARDYCE PETERMAN-AIKEN, SC 

Due to ill health please discontinue sending me 
"!vfendlesham Memories". I thank you for sending it to me 
smce Clarence (Pete) Peterman's death in 1985. He was a 
radio operator on the B-24 "Bambi" and had 33 missions. 
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Best wishes to all the remaining 
8th Air Force 34th Bomb Group 

personnel! 

************** 

WINFRED CROSBY -
MALABAR,FL 

Please send my MM to the above 
address. We sold our Maine home. We have a 

trailer in a small park. Please send me a dues state­
ment so I can send it to who ever I owe it to. I have missed 
quite a few MM's as they do not forward them 

Thank you and hope you are having a good summer. 

*************** 

BILL YOTHMENT- CROWN POINT, IN 
I am writing this to inform you of the passing away 

of my brother, Bob Yothment of Tucson, AZ. last month. 
He was with the 391" as a radio gunner. He had been ill 
with a bronchial problem for almost a year. 

Please pass this on to whoever makes out the names 
in "TAPS". Thank you very much. 

*************** 

LEE E. HARKLEROAD III -BRISTOL, TN 
. My dadp~ssed awayonAugust6, 2001. He dearly loved 

h1s B-17 fnends and treasured all communications he 
received. Dad got a full military funeral and would have 
been pleased - flag, Scottish bag pipes playing Amazing 
Grace and a 21 gun salute at graveside. Thanks for all you 
have done to make Dad's last years some of his best in 
terms of reliving the past. 

*************** 

JIM HINCHEE -SALEM, VA 
Sure enJoyed the reunion and, as always, it was good 

to see old fr1ends and make new ones. There is a lot of 
work and planning that goes into this to make it a success. 
Many thanks to all of them. 

*************** 

DR HORST WILHELM - SCHIFFWEILER, GR 
. Allo~ u~ to express our deepest indignation about the 

hornble cnmmal act of Sept. 11 lh. In NYC against the people 
of the USA. Please take our condolences over the dead of 
so many innocent citizens. 

We are all shocked by the suicide-criminality against 
the American Nation and against the free World. I agree 
together with all my friends with the meaning of the German 
chancellor to be all together hjt by this criminal act and that 
we are Americans in thjs situation and that we will show 
solidarity and help. First of all, we pray for all dead and 
wounded people and light candles in our parish church. 

' 

*************** 



HERB ROY- NAPLES, FL 
To those crews who didn't make the reunion, you 

were sorely missed. We had a grand time renewing our 
friendships and seeing Savannah, again. This time we took 
the boat ride on the river as well as going to the museum. 

I have carefully avoided saying anything about the 
tradgedy's as I didn't want to set this paper on fire before 
you got it. I'm sure we are all thinking alike on this one and 
trust the young people will rise up to the occasion and handle 
it well. May God keep all of us before we meet again. 

*************** 

INGEMAR MELVIN-TRELLEBORG, SWEDEN 
Everyone is talking about the terrible things that 

happened in the USA. In my town most of the flags were 
on half mast, both Swedish and American. We had three 
minutes of silence today all over Sweden. 70 firefighters 
from Sweden, specialized trained for rescue work in 
earthquake areas, have been on standby for the last 24 hours 
waiting to be called by the NYC authorities to leave. Some 
scenes I will never forget. 

*************** 

BOB GROSS- WEST HARTFORD, CT 
When sitting in the lobby of the Desoto Hilton at our 

reunion, I began a conversation with someone from the 71
" 

who knew my radio operator, Alvin Rainey and I failed to 
get his name. He along with all of my crew on "Misery 
Agent" crashed on D-day June 6, 1933. As I would like to 
send this additional name on the Rainey's daughter, as a 
possible further contact, I wonder if in the next issue o,f 
MM you could request anyone who bunked and or who 
knew Rainey to contact me either by e-mail or any other 
means. Many thanks, it was great seeing so many others at 
the reunion. 
ED: Bob :~ e-mail address- RHGrossl7@aol.com 

*************** 

BOBB PACHOLSKI- TOLDEDO, OH 
The crew of "The Nearsighted Robin" had 6 of the 

original crew members at the reunion in Savannah this year, 
the fourth straight year that the "Robin" crew has led in 
attendance. Two of our members are deceased and two 
were unable to attend. At the 8111 Air Force Museum on 
Friday we were video taped for over and hour by Professor 
of History from a local university to provide the generations 
to follow and actual account from the men who were there 
and took part. 

The "Robin" crew is looking forward to Salt Lake 
City next year and hope to have another record setting 
attendance. 

**************** 

MARGO BURNELL- KIRKLAND, WA 
Hope your return home went well. Not sure when 

you left or how you were traveling. We were at the Savan­
nah airport leaving to fly to Washington, Dulles as the first 
plane hit N.Y. So happy our son was with us as we were 
able to rent a car, the last full size one Alamo had. Then we 
were on our way for a 3000+ drive to Kirkland, WA. Oh 
my, what a week that was. All we wanted to do was get 
home and hug our family and friends. Keep up the good 
work. We do enjoy MM so much. 

*************** 
DOROTHY WESSEL- La CRESCENTA, CA 

I'm writing to inform you that my husband, Jerome 
R. Wessel, passed away Feb. 5, 2001. With a sad heart, I'll 
add that Aug 2, 200 I we would have been married 60 years. 

Jerry always enjoyed reading Mendlesham Memories 
and we enjoyed the 341h bomb group reunions. 

************** 

REV. GARYFERRELL-ALBERMARLE,NC 
A 341h BGA WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT 

On Sunday, October 7, 2001 in Stony Point, NC, 
Susan Walker and I were joined together in Holy Matrimony. 
We will be residing at 28401 Valley Dr. Albermarle, NC 
28001, where I currently serve as pastor of Stony Hm 
United Methodist Church. 

And, oh yes, this is the same Susan whose pictures I 
shared with anyone and everyone who would look at them 
at the recent reunion in Savannah. 
Ed: Congratulations and the very best to Gary and his 
new bride from all the members of the 34'11 BOA. 

*************** 
VERN AMES- TONAWANDA, NY 

Another great reunion, the largest in a long time -
good banquet, interesting speaker, one of our own. Thanks 
again for everything. 

*************** 

VERNE SANTAS- DUNEDIN, FL 
Enjoyed the Savannah reunion and the Eighth Air 

Force Museum.' Being with those we have met at past 
reunions and meeting new friends is a pleasure we look 
forward to each year. This was our fourth reunion since 
being "found" by Hal Province. 

The tribute to the RAF Air Sea Rescue Service in the 
Sept. Newslett~r is very interesting attesting to the skill and 
bravery of the British rescue personnel with their High Speed 
Launches. M.M. Page 31 



*************** 

JOHN DORONSKY- WILLOUGHBY, OH 
I wrote a letter to June Haver (actress) in Hollywood 

asking if she remembers sending her picture to be put on 
our plane the "GOTIA HAVER". 

Below is her letter in reply to my inquiry. 

VERNAMES-TONAWANDA,NY 
I think that I flew this plane on 11 -Aug - 44 with 

the 4'h Sqdn, however I don't know anyone in the picture 
and don't remember how I got it. Perhaps some one would 
own up to being crew chief and or know someone in the 
picture. 

JOHN & MARGE BLOCZYNSKI- MARSHFIELD, 
WI 

Enclosed are pictures from the Savannah reunion. 
We had a wonderful time and were so thoughtful we were 
home safe and sound before the terrible attack on the twin 
towers in NY, the Pentagon in D.C. and the crash in Penn. 
Who would have ever believed something like that could 
happen to us? We pray every day for the victims, their 
families and that God will take care of the rest of us. 

There aren't any words to describe the "Mighty 
Eighth Air Force Memorial". Our daughter, Mary attended 
the reunion with us and was very impressed with it all. 

*************** 
PAULANDERSON -EVERETT, WA 

Beryl and I enjoyed the reunion very much. Sa­
vannah is a picturesque little city. We had a great view from 
our room. And, of course, we were glad to get to see the 8'h 
Air Force Museum. After the reunion we flew up to see our 
daughter in Springfield, Va. She had to work the day of the 
attacks and could see the Pentagon burning from her office 
window in the Agricultural building. 

In spite of the turmoil, we had a good visit and got 
to see some of the s.ights in the surrounding area outside of 
Washington, D.C. Ourfljght home was rather ti1ing, 17 hours 
from Baltimore to Seattle due to the long lines for check in 
and security at the air port, plus a delay because of a leaky 
valve in the fuel system of the plane. 

Last Saturday we did some hiking at about the 5000 
foot level on Mt. Baker. It was a little early for fall colors, 
but we did see some. 

I am enclosing some pictures from the reunion for 
the December issue of MM, hope you can use them. 

*************** 
ROBERT SCHROEDER-AMERICAN FALLS, ID 

The picture below is of the McGovern crew of the 
391 sl squadron of the 34'h bomb group. They left the States 
from Savannah, GA with a new B-17. When they got t 
England the plane was given to someone else and they were 
given "Butch", which they had all the way. 

There were four of the crew at Savannah. We 
enjoyed being with them at the reunion and other members 
of the 34'h that we have gotten to know over the years. 

Moving??? 
If you are moving, 

send your new address to: 
Hal Province 

153 North Hill Dr. 
Carriere, MS 39426 

Mailing lists are given to printer on the first day of 
February, May, August and November for the March, 

June, September and December issues. 



Top - Schroeder, (unknown), Inman, Adams, 
Hammersly, Pilot, McGovern. 

Front- Stivender, Funk, Small, Thurner 

*************** 
KENNETH HORTON- WINSTON-SALEM, NC 

We enjoyed the reunion of the 34'h bomb group. 
The Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum, seeing old crew 
members in Savannah where 1 met my wife in my stop 
there in November I 944. We have been married 54 years. 

*************** 
JIM STUTHERS- NOKOMIS, FL 

I want to express my sincere thanks to all the very 
thoughtful members who went out of their way to make my 
sons, Jim Jr.and Stewart and Jim's wife, Juliana welcome 
and so glad and happy to share this year's banquet dinner 
with the 34'" bomb group. 

I, and as I learned later, other members 
were rather disappointed that our kin and kin-folks were 
not recognized, e ither individually or as a group, by the 
head table for being there with their relatives. I know this 
was not intentional as president, Claude Gibbs, had a lot on 
his mind that night. As many folks said, "If we want to 
enli st new associate members we must go out of our way to 
make them feel wanted and appreciated." 

I'm enrolling both my sons as associate members. 
Getting our children and their families involved will go a 
long way in assuring that the 34'h BOA will not "die-off' in 
future years. 

Again, many plaudits to the reunion committee for 
making the recent reunion in Savannah another great one to 
remember. 

*************** 
BERNIE FARLEY- VERONA, NJ 

r wanted to thank the reunion committee for 
planning another great reunion. The trip to the Mighty Eighth 
Museum was a wonderful experience. Our son, John, said 

it filled in a lot of missing links of his Dad's war time life. 
Coming to the 34th Bomb Group exhibit , we were both 
thrilled to see Jack's caps in the display case. (Jack and I 
had packed up a box of uniforms and memorabilia and sent 
it when the museum was just under construction). Never in 
a million years did I ever dream anything would be displayed 
at the particular time our John and I would visit. We were 
compelled to see just everything - then missed the group 
bus and had to take a cab back to the hotel. 

*************** 
JACK KLING - NOVI, MI 

Thank you for the "Mendlesham 
Memories" I enjoy the articles, especially the " Thelma 
Jane". I couldn ' t remember the substitute co-pilot for that 
mission until William Cheek read the article and requested 
more details to that trip. He mentioned that Bernard M. 
Schwartz, now deceased, was the co-pilot. 

Am enclosing, per your instructions, dues for 
2001 and 2002. 1 will not be delinquent again. 

*************** 

JACK OYSTER-NICEVILLE, FL 
It was a good reunion but the tragedy of September 1J 'h 
has changed the world again. We, like thousands of our 

generation are concerned for our children and 
grandchi ldren. I for one am very happy that we have 

Bush and his advisors leading our country in this time of 
need. 

Again, thanks for all your great work to keep us 
informed of what's going on with the group. May the Lord 
take care of you and your loved ones. 

************** 

CARL & IMOGENE FREYSINGER- CABLE OH ' You don't know how much we missed not making 
the reunion!! We started out Tues. Sept. 4t11 , got as far as 
Virginia, 300 miles from home, when the car stopped. We 
were towed into a little town called Bland to a NAPA garage. 
The radiator had slipped back into the fan. They had to 
send toN. CaroUna for a radiator. We didn't get away until 
Friday morning and by then we were in no mood for a 
reunion, and we weren' t sure enough of the car to drive the 
rest of the 450 miles to Savannah, so we just headed back 
home. 

I called from our motel in Virginia and left a message 
but I guess it was garbled. 

We want to thank all of our friends who called after 
they got home. We love all of you folks. You are so like our 
family and it has enriched our lives by knowing all of you 
and it has made our later years so full and happy. 
Ed - Sorry about your hard luck on the road. We missed 
you too. 
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2V\\'I\I WINS 
In The Eighth Air Force 

By: Judge Benjamin Smith 

The Banineau twins, Thomas and 
Murdock left their home in Naples, 
Florida when World War II came along 
to join the Army Air Corps. Both wound 
up in the Eighth Air Force, n ying 
missions against Germany in B- 17 " 
Flying Fortresses." 

Tech Sergeant Thomas Barrineau 
flew his missions with the 490' 11 Bomb 
Group and completed his combat tour. 

Tech 
Sergeant 
Murdock 
Barrineau , 
flying with the 
34'h Bomb 
Group ou t of 
Mendlesham, 
England, was 
shot down 
near Cologne, 
i n Southern 
Germany. All 
of the crew 
was able to 
parachute out 
of the crippled 
plane, but only 
Murdock 
B a rrin eau 
survived. As 
he descended, 
he drifted 
away from the 
others and as he looked down he saw 
a group of men coming down a dirt 
road with pitchforks in hand. When the 
airmen landed the angry German 
civi lians pitchforked them all to death. 

When Murdock landed he quickly 
got out of his parachute and hid in a 
haystack. He had a Colt .45 automatic 
with him, which he took out, prepared 
to sell his life dearly and determined to 
get as many of them as he could. They 
never came for him, however, and must 
have missed him. 

That night Murdock heard someone 
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calling: "Amerikaner, Amerikaner! 
Resistance, resistance, we want to help 
you." The voice was in English so 
Murdock decided to take a chance. He 
was half-starved. 

He came out of the haystack to meet 
his deliverers and was taken to a house 
and fed. They gave him civilian clothes 
and a deaf and dumb card. He was 
instructed to follow the road to town, 

g ivi ng the 
name. At the 
end of the 
first day he 
stopped on a 
bridge 
outside of 
town where 
a man, who 
s p o k e 
E n glis h , 
approached 
him. "A 
good day!" 
the man said 
and that 
would be his 
contact. 

As they 
headed for 
the man 's 
house, they 
passed 
German 

troops, tanks, and trucks with out 
incident. When they arrived at the house 
Sergeant Barrineau was fed and given 
ins tructio ns for the next day. He 
eventually made it to territory held by 
the Americans and was sent back to 
England. 

You would think that with such a hair­
raising experience Sergeant Barrineau 
would have had enough. Not so! He 
got on a new crew and finished his 
combat tour of operations, flying 36 
missions with the 34'1' Bomb Group. 

JustA 
Common 
Soldier 

H e was getting old and 
paunchy, and his hair was 
falling fast, 

And he sat around the Legion 
telling stories of his pas t. 
Of a war that he had fought in 
and the deeds that he had done, 

In his exploits with his 
buddies - they were heroes, 
every one. 
And though sometimes to his 
neighbors, his tales became a 
joke, 

All his Legion buddies 
listened, for they knew where 
of he spoke. 

But we' ll hear his tales no 
longer, for old Bill has passed 
away, 
And the world's a little poorer, 
for a soldier died today. 

He was just a common 
soldier, and his ranks are 
growing thin, 
But his presence should remind 
us we may need his like again. 

For when countries are in 
conflict, then we flnd the 
soldier's part 
Is to clean up all the troubles 
that others often start. 

If we cannot give him honor, 
while he's here to hear the 
praise, 
Then at least, let's g ive him 
homage, at the ending of his 
days. 

Perhaps a simple notice in a 
paper that would say. 
"Our Country is in mourning 
'cause a Soldier passed away." 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME ORG ADDRESS CITY STATE 

ACKERMAN HARRY HDQLM 8009 DAVIS BLVDAPT5114 NORTH RICHLAND HILLS TX 
CLARKSON DOROTHY,L 391LM 724 GREENEST APT 708 AUGUSTA GA 
CROSBY WINFRED,L 4/391 1608 MOON BEAM DR MALABAR FL 
DORAN VINCENT,J 391LM 923 W 11TH ANCHORAGE AK 
GAVYRCK CHESTER,D 18LM 2 MIDDLEFORT RD MIDDLEBURGH NY 
GRONKOWSKI EDWARD, J 391 1530 SO STATE ST CHICAGO L 
KING MARY 7LM 11246 FALLBROOK DR RM35B HOUSTON TX 
REYNOLDS WINFIELD,K 18LM 4 TEWKSBURY COURT PINEHURST NC 
REILLY GLENN IS 18A 13307 PEACHTREE RD OCEAN CITY MD 
WILLIAMS HAROLD, W 7 4901 ROXSBURY CT BOYNTON BEACH FL 

TAPS 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME ORG DOD ADDRESS CITY STATE 

AIKEY EDWARD 391 09-10-01 RT 2 BANTON RIDGE RD WINTERVILLE OH 
CHEVALIER ROBERT, A 18 09-08-01 2884 FM 139 JOAQUIN TX 
DeSANTIS LOU 391 07-11-01 266 BRIGGS ST SYRACUSE NY 
GRAY RICHARD, L LMA 10-01-02 101 FACULTY DR.3D RAYMOND MS 
HARKLEROAD LEE, E 7 08-06-01605 REDSTONE DR N BROOKA4 BRISTOL TN 
MAZZARELLA EDWARD, F 18 ? 30 CORNELIUS AVE WATERBURY CT 
MOATS RAYMOND,H 7LM 10-09-0138 OAK BLVD LANSDALE A\ 
SCHOCH, FRED 7LM 10-15-012333 N. CRESTLINE ST SPOKANE WA 
SIMPSON RONALD, E 391 09-18-01 P.O. BOX 174 WILLIAMSPORT 11\1 
SISNEY ERNIE, E 391 08-08-01808 GREEN ACRES DR YALE OK 
YOTHMENT ROBERT, S 391LM ? 2100 N BONANZA TUCSON AZ 
WHITAKER FREDERICK, S 18LM 05-20-01813 SE WHIPPORWILL CT BARTLESVILLE OK 

NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME ADDRESS CITY STATE 

COUTROS CRAIG LM 350 BRICKYARD RD FREEHOLD 
COUTROS JOHN LM BOX31 (81 CREEK RD) CHALFORT 
CRAWFORD DONNA 1788 BROOKSHIRE CT WILLLIAMSTON 
MONGEON DAN 1777 HARDEE AVE SW FORT LIVINGSTON 
MONGEON JEREMY IMPRESSION DR LAKE IN THE HILLS 
MONGEON KEN 7612 SO KHE-SANKH TUCSON 
MONGEON TERRY 440 HIGHLAND ALGONQUIN 
PROVINCE KEVIN, W 20 TERRACE LN COVINGTON 
PROVINVE KIETH,A 30193 NINA DR LACOMBE 
STUTHERS CMC JAMES, A 1210 OAK TREE LN NOKOMIS 
STUTHERS STUART, A 183APPIAN ST PORT CHARLOTTE 
WARFIELD THELMA LM 725N9TH WALLA WALLA 

DONATIONS TO THE RAY L. SUMMA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 

CHARLES, E & CARRIE, M SMITH 

MILLIE AMES, RAY SUMMA, 
LLOYD & BOBBIE BOREEN, 
FREDDIE & CLEO BAUGHMAN 

DONOR 

RANDY MARTIN 

VERN AMES 

KENNETH L. HORTON, JR 
HARRY CRAWFORD 
ROBERT DEES 

ZIP 

76180 
30901 
32950 
99501 
12122 

. 60605 
77065 
28374 
21842 
33436 

ZIP 

43052 
75954 
13208 
39154 
37620 
06706 
19446 
99207 
47993 
74085 
85749 
74006 

ZIP 

NJ on28 
A\ 18914 
M 48895 
GA. 30330 
IL 60156 
AZ 85735 
IL 60102 
LA 70433 
LA 70445 
FL 34275 
FL 33954 
WA 99362 
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Jack Share 
22 So. Avonlea Cir., 

The Woodlands, TX 77382 
(936} 273-3561 

34th Bomb. Group 

4 7 

391 

Address Service Requested 

ACE 0 EARTH 

From the collection of: 
AI lsraelsen 

NON PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
DIRECT MAIL RESOURCES 

Pilot, First Crew No.1, 4th Sq. Feb- Nov 1944 
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